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The Act on Registration and Evaluation of Chemical Substances (known as
K-REACH) has been enforced since 1 January 2015,  and the  most recent 
 amendment came  into  force on   14 October 2021. 

K-REACH aims to protect public health and the environment through
notification or registration, evaluation, authorization, and restriction of
chemicals. Under K-REACH, manufacturers or importers of a new chemical
substance need to register or notify the substance prior to manufacture or
import.

This report summarizes key regulatory activities in South Korea during 2022
and important dates for compliance.  

Key news from 2022 
Amended K-REACH rules

The Enforcement Rules of K-REACH
has been updated with 3 main
changes: 
(1) requirement on hazard reviews
including hazards, use, exposure for those
designate substances subject to
permission, (2) Omission on the
Environmental hazard data for new
substance registration if water solubility is
less than 1 mg/l, or if the use is
intermediate or process regulators, and
(3) Simplification on report exemption
requirements for new chemical
substances to be imported in volumes of
less than 0.1 TPA for research and
development use. 

Read more.

Registration Procedure updates: 
Existing substances  

South Korea updated the K-REACH
registration procedure based on the
updated definition of existing substances
published on 12 August 2021. 

With the updated procedure, it is possible
to pre-register existing substances that
fall under the expanded definition of the
main existing substance and a new CICO
can be created after confirming with the
authority. 

Read more. 
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Key dates and deadlines
Non-Korean manufacturers that placed chemical substances and prepared MSDS
before 16 January 2021 in the range 100-1000 TPA have to appoint an Only
Representative and submit their MSDS before 16 January 2023. 

The upcoming deadline for existing substance registration for 100-1000 TPA is                                
31 December  2024.  Since  the  number  of  registration dossiers expected to  be 
 submitted  is  high,  it  is recommended  to start preparing the registration soon. 

https://www.gpcgateway.com/common/news_details/NjAx/OQ/U291dGggS29yZWE
https://www.gpcgateway.com/common/news_details/Njkz/OQ/U291dGggS29yZWE
https://www.gpcgateway.com/common/news_details/Njkz/OQ/U291dGggS29yZWE
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Updates on the designation of
toxic substances

There were updates on designation of
toxic substances: 40 chemical
substance names were revised and
additional 25 chemical substances
were added. 

The amendment will come into effect
in a month from the published date,
with some exceptions. Read more here
and here. 

South Korea

Updates on classification and
labelling

Under the regulation on chemical
substance classification and
labelling, the National Institute of
Environmental Research (NIER)
revised 76 toxic substances, added
25 toxic substances, revised 5
restricted substances, and revised 18
substances requiring preparation for
accidents. Read more here and here. 
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Updates on hazard review

The hazard substance information for
a number of substances was updated
as the results of the hazard reviews.
For existing substances, 11 substances
had updates on the hazard
information and 141 substances were
added to the list. 

For new substances, 353 substances
had updates on chemical substance
names, 94 substances had updates
on hazard information, 171 substances
were added to the list of hazardous
substances, and 2 substances were
removed from the list. Read more
here, here, here and here.
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A guide for serious civic accidents
caused by raw materials 

The Ministry of Environment published
Serious Accidents Punishment Act
(SAPA), which is a guide regarding high
concern civic accidents caused by raw
materials and products. 

The guideline aims to help companies to
establish a safety and health
management system and includes an
overview of the SAPA, the definition of
raw materials and products, and the
duty of chief executives in establishing
the management systems as well as
securing safety and health of work
place.  Read more. 

https://www.gpcgateway.com/common/news_details/NjY3/OQ/U291dGggS29yZWE
https://www.gpcgateway.com/common/news_details/NzU1/OQ/U291dGggS29yZWE
https://www.gpcgateway.com/common/news_details/NjY3/OQ/U291dGggS29yZWE
https://www.gpcgateway.com/common/news_details/NjY3/OQ/U291dGggS29yZWE
https://www.gpcgateway.com/common/news_details/NjY4/OQ/U291dGggS29yZWE
https://www.gpcgateway.com/common/news_details/NzU2/OQ/U291dGggS29yZWE
https://www.gpcgateway.com/home
https://www.linkedin.com/company/global-product-compliance-gpc-group/
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